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1 John and 2 & 3 John
Lesson 1, 1 John Overview and 2 & 3 John

L ESSON O NE
1 John Overview and 2 & 3 John
THIS LESSON The following located in the Appendix:
Observation Worksheets of 1 John
INCORPORATES

“1 John at a Glance”

Oh, how those who claim to be Christians need to understand the messages
of John’s three letters!

DAY
ONE

God’s Word is truth and it cannot be comprehended merely by natural means.
God’s truth is revealed by His Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:9-14). Therefore, whenever
you study God’s Word, begin with prayer, asking God by His Spirit to open the
eyes of your understanding and to lead you and guide you into truth.
1. We’ll begin this week’s lesson with an overview of 1 John. The purpose of
the overview is to help you understand the context of the book and, thus, how
the author achieves his purpose for writing.
If you have never done a Precept™ course before, we suggest you take time to
read the chapters entitled “The Rule of Context—Context Rules!” and
“Getting the Big Picture” in How to Study Your Bible. This will give you the
big picture of 1 John and familiarize you with some of the terms we will use
in this study.
2. Using the Observation Worksheets located in the Appendix, read 1 John 1:1-4
and circle we. What do you learn about “we”?
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Although the author’s name is not mentioned in this book, it has been
accepted since the early church fathers that the Apostle John is the author.
John had been with Jesus—seen Him, touched Him. You can read more about
this when you are directed to do commentary work.
3. Now read all of 1 John and mark each use of write and writing. Then answer
the following:
a. Why did John write what he did?

2
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b. What did he say he wrote about?

c. Who did he write to?

DAY
TWO

1. Begin today in prayer, and then read 1 John again. Mark each mention of
those John is writing to, the recipients. You might shade them orange. Notice
the pronouns “you” and “your.”
Summarize below what you learn about them.
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2. As you observed what the author wrote and why and the facts about the
recipients, did you notice any words or phrases that the author repeated? If so,
list them below.

Well, Beloved, you’ve begun! There are hundreds of thousands around the world
who would tell you that Precept Upon Precept is the best and most comprehensive
study they’ve ever done. They would tell you that their lives have never been the
same. Eventually these skills will become second nature! So friend, press on.

DAY
THREE

1. Today you will read 1 John two times and mark the following key words, each
in a distinctive way.
a. The first time you read 1 John, mark sin* and know.
b. The second time, mark love* and abide.
*Indicates words with marking suggestions on the back of this workbook.
2. On the next page, you’ll find the chart “Key Words in 1 John.” When you finish
marking the key words, record on the chart the approximate number of times
each word is used or repeated in each chapter. Also, note the total number of
times each is used in the book. Don’t stress about an exact count. The purpose
of this chart is to see emphasis of the various subjects through repetition of
key words.

4
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KEY WORDS IN 1 JOHN
Chapter

Sin

Know

Love

Abide

1

2

3

4

5

Total

3. What do you observe about the content of 1 John from looking at the “Key
Words in 1 John” chart?

4. In the Appendix you’ll find “1 John at a Glance.” An At a Glance chart is a tool
that helps you “see” the overview of a book.
You have already marked and answered some questions about why John
wrote, what he wrote, and who he wrote this letter to. Now review Day 1,
number three to see what you learned about write and writing. Then do the
following:
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a. Record why John wrote in the space provided for the “Purpose” on the
“1 John at a Glance” chart.
b. Read 1 John 5:13 again. Record what John wrote about in the space
provided for the Book Theme on the “1 John at a Glance” chart.
c. What was happening when John wrote this letter? Record this under
“Historical setting” on “1 John at a Glance.”
5. Read the introductory remarks in commentaries about 1 John. Don’t go
beyond the author, the main theme, and the purpose of this letter.

DAY
FOUR
FIVE

Now that we have the overview, the big picture of 1 John, let’s see what 2 and 3 John
say. Since these letters are only one chapter each, we don’t need an overview.
We’ll begin by observing 2 John.
1. Use the 2 John Observation Worksheet at the end of this lesson. Look for
words you marked in 1 John and other repeated words.
For instructions on observing a chapter, read the chapter entitled “Focusing in
on the Details” in How to Study Your Bible, or read “How to Do a Chapter
Study,” found in the Appendix of this Precept Upon Precept® book.
2. At the end of this lesson, you’ll find “2 John at a Glance.”
a. Using words from the text, summarize the book theme or main subject of
the letter.
b. Now summarize the theme or main subject of the paragraphs listed on the
At a Glance chart. Again, use words from the text.
3. Why do you think this letter was written? Record this under “Purpose” on
“2 John at a Glance.”

4. Does the text tell you anything about the Historical Setting of 2 John? If so,
record it on “2 John at a Glance.”

6
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5. How does 2 John compare with 1 John?

DAY
FIVE

1. Today let’s move to 3 John.
a. Observe the letter, using the Observation Worksheet at the end of this
lesson.
b. Fill out “3 John at a Glance.”
c. How does it compare with 1 and 2 John?

2. How do you think the three epistles (letters) of John relate to our times?
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3. Read any information commentaries give on 2 and 3 John. Note your insights.

8
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2 JOHN

Observation Worksheet
Chapter Theme _________________________________________________________________

THE elder to the elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth, and
not only I, but also all who know the truth,
2

because of the truth that abides in us and will be with us forever:

3

Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from
Jesus Christ the Father’s Son, in truth and love.

4

I rejoiced greatly to find some of your children walking in the truth, just
as we were commanded by the Father.

5

And now I ask you, dear lady—not as though I were writing you a new
commandment, but the one we have had from the beginning—that we
love one another.

6

And this is love, that we walk according to his commandments; this is
the commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, so that
you should walk in it.

7

For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not
confess the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the
deceiver and the antichrist.

8

Watch yourselves, so that you may not lose what we have worked for,
but may win a full reward.

9

Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the teaching of
Christ, does not have God. Whoever abides in the teaching has both the
Father and the Son.

10

If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive
him into your house or give him any greeting,

11

for whoever greets him takes part in his wicked works.

© 2017 Precept Ministries International

9

1 John and 2 & 3 John
Lesson 1, 2 John

12

Though I have much to write to you, I would rather not use paper and
ink. Instead I hope to come to you and talk face to face, so that our joy
may be complete.

13

10

The children of your elect sister greet you.
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2 JOHN AT A GLANCE
Book Theme:

Author:

Paragraph Themes
1-2

Purpose:

3

Key Words:

4

7-12

Historical Setting:

13
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3 JOHN

Observation Worksheet
Chapter Theme _________________________________________________________________

THE elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth.
2

Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in
good health, as it goes well with your soul.

3

For I rejoiced greatly when the brothers came and testified to your truth,
as indeed you are walking in the truth.

4

I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the
truth.

5

Beloved, it is a faithful thing you do in all your efforts for these
brothers, strangers as they are,

6

who testified to your love before the church. You will do well to send
them on their journey in a manner worthy of God.

7

For they have gone out for the sake of the name, accepting nothing
from the Gentiles.

8

Therefore we ought to support people like these, that we may be fellow
workers for the truth.

9

I have written something to the church, but Diotrephes, who likes to put
himself first, does not acknowledge our authority.

10

So if I come, I will bring up what he is doing, talking wicked nonsense
against us. And not content with that, he refuses to welcome the
brothers, and also stops those who want to and puts them out of the
church.

11

Beloved, do not imitate evil but imitate good. Whoever does good is
from God; whoever does evil has not seen God.
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12

Demetrius has received a good testimony from everyone, and from the
truth itself. We also add our testimony, and you know that our
testimony is true.

13

I had much to write to you, but I would rather not write with pen and
ink.

14

I hope to see you soon, and we will talk face to face.

15

Peace be to you. The friends greet you. Greet the friends, each by name.

14
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3 JOHN AT A GLANCE
Book Theme:

Author:

Paragraph Themes
1

Purpose:

2-4

Key Words:

5-8

9-10

Historical Setting:

11-12

13-14

15
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1 JOHN 1

Observation Worksheet
Chapter Theme _________________________________________________________________

THAT which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with
2

3

4
5
6
7
8
9
10

our hands, concerning the word of life—
the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was
made manifest to us—
that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you
too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.
And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.
If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we
lie and do not practice the truth.
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in
us.
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1 JOHN 2

Observation Worksheet
Chapter Theme _________________________________________________________________

MY little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not
sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus

9

Christ the righteous.
He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the
sins of the whole world.
And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his
commandments.
Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a
liar, and the truth is not in him,
but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected.
By this we may know that we are in him:
whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which
he walked.
Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old
commandment that you had from the beginning. The old commandment
is the word that you have heard.
At the same time, it is a new commandment that I am writing to you,
which is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining.
Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in darkness.

10

Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in him there is no

2
3
4
5
6
7

8

cause for stumbling.
11

But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the
darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness
has blinded his eyes.
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12
13

14

15

I am writing to you, little children,
because your sins are forgiven for his name’s sake.
I am writing to you, fathers,
because you know him who is from the beginning.
I am writing to you, young men,
because you have overcome the evil one.
I write to you, children,
because you know the Father.
I write to you, fathers,
because you know him who is from the beginning.
I write to you, young men,
because you are strong,
and the word of God abides in you,
and you have overcome the evil one.
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the
world, the love of the Father is not in him.

16

For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of
the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world.

17

And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does
the will of God abides forever.

18

Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is
coming, so now many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it
is the last hour.

19

They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of
us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might
become plain that they all are not of us.

20

But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have
knowledge.

21

I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you
know it, and because no lie is of the truth.

86
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22

Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the
antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son.

23

No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son
has the Father also.

24

Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard
from the beginning abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son
and in the Father.

25

And this is the promise that he made to us—eternal life.

26

I write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you.

27

But the anointing that you received from him abides in you, and you
have no need that anyone should teach you. But as his anointing teaches
you about everything, and is true, and is no lie—just as it has taught
you, abide in him.

28

And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may
have confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming.

29

If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who
practices righteousness has been born of him.
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Observation Worksheet
Chapter Theme _________________________________________________________________

SEE what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called
children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not
2

3
4
5
6
7
8

9

10

know us is that it did not know him.
Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet
appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him,
because we shall see him as he is.
And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.
Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness;
sin is lawlessness.
You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there
is no sin.
No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on
sinning has either seen him or known him.
Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness
is righteous, as he is righteous.
Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has
been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared
was to destroy the works of the devil.
No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides
in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of
God.
By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the
children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of
God, nor is the one who does not love his brother.

11

For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we
should love one another.
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12

We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his
brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil
and his brother’s righteous.

13

Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you.

14

We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love
the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death.

15

Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no
murderer has eternal life abiding in him.

16

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to
lay down our lives for the brothers.

17

But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet
closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him?

18

Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.

19

By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart
before him;

20

for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and
he knows everything.

21

Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before
God;

22

and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his
commandments and do what pleases him.

23

And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son
Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us.

24

Whoever keeps his commandments abides in God, and God in him.
And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has
given us.

90
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Observation Worksheet
Chapter Theme _________________________________________________________________

BELOVED,

do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see

whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into
2
3

4
5
6

7
8
9
10

the world.
By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God,
and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the
spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the
world already.
Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who
is in you is greater than he who is in the world.
They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the
world listens to them.
We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not
from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and
the spirit of error.
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever
loves has been born of God and knows God.
Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.
In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his
only Son into the world, so that we might live through him.
In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

11

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

12

No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and
his love is perfected in us.
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13

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has
given us of his Spirit.

14

And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the
Savior of the world.

15

Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and
he in God.

16

So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides
in him.

17

By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for
the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world.

18

There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to
do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love.

19

We love because he first loved us.

20

If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he
who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God
whom he has not seen.

21

And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must
also love his brother.

92
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Observation Worksheet
Chapter Theme _________________________________________________________________

EVERYONE who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of
God, and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born
2
3
4
5
6

7
8
9
10

of him.
By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God
and obey his commandments.
For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his
commandments are not burdensome.
For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this
is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.
Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that
Jesus is the Son of God?
This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the
water only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who
testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.
For there are three that testify:
the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree.
If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for
this is the testimony of God that he has borne concerning his Son.
Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself.
Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not
believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son.

11

And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is
in his Son.

12

Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God
does not have life.
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13

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God
that you may know that you have eternal life.

14

And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask
anything according to his will he hears us.

15

And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we
have the requests that we have asked of him.

16

If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he
shall ask, and God will give him life—to those who commit sins that do
not lead to death. There is sin that leads to death; I do not say that one
should pray for that.

17

All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin that does not lead to death.

18

We know that everyone who has been born of God does not keep on
sinning, but he who was born of God protects him, and the evil one
does not touch him.

19

We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power
of the evil one.

20

And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us
understanding, so that we may know him who is true; and we are in him
who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.

21

94

Little children, keep yourselves from idols.
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